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on Demand *****, What makes for a good model? In various
forms, this question is a question that, undoubtedly, many
people, businesses, and institutions ponder with regards to their
(':ib DOWNLOAD PDF particular domain of modeling. One particular domain that is
wrestling with this question is the multidisciplinary field of

environmental modeling. Examples of environmental models
range from models of contaminated ground water flow to the
economic impact of natural disasters, such as earthquakes. One
of the distinguishing claims of the field is the relevancy of
environmental modeling to policy and environment-related
decision-making in general. A pervasive view by both scientists
and decision-makers is that a good model is one that is an
accurate predictor. Thus, determining whether a model is
accurate or correct is done by comparing model output to
empirical observations. The expected outcome of this process,
usually referred to as validation or ground truthing, is a stamp
on the model in question of valid or not valid that serves to
indicate whether or not the model will be reliable before it is put
into service in a decision-making context. In...
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