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Booklocker.com, Inc. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Paperback. 142 pages. Dimensions: 8.4in. x 5.4in. x
0.6in.These stories from before the millennium are about the everlasting state of the world, and how to make it
a better-lasting place. They have a common thread, though they come in a variety of styles. Whether fable,
street theater, therapy session, or generational dust-up, they involve transformations of consciousness assisted
by encountering magic words. While | was working on a new novel, my college-age daughter asked whether |
had ever written a childrens story. It occurred to me that in the distant past, | actually had. So | dug through all
my old floppy discs and then back to paper manuscripts and found The Magic Word that | drafted in 1989 and
copyrighted in 1990. Reading it over, | realized it was not really a childrens story, but a fable about saving the
planet by practicing what most of us learned as children. On revisiting it after 23 years (as if it was written by
some other entity), | was amazed by how sharply it reflected the political, economic and environmental
circumstances that have manifested so blatantly today. | wondered whether | had written other stories that |
had also forgotten and that were topically related. In digging deeper into dusty old boxes | had the rarefied
experience of visiting more of my past as if written by another. It was like discovering a buried treasure just as
hoped for: a treasure of never-published stories from the last century that would nicely complement The Magic
Word. So here they are just as they were written. Nothing has been updated - no issues, no characters, no
concerns, no structure. Presenting them this way offers a kick in the pants about how the same problems
persist over time...
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