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National Geographic Kids. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Facing the Lion: Growing Up Maasai
on the African Savanna, Joseph Lemasolai Lekut, Herman J. Viola, A?er opening with a dramatic chapter
about Lekuton's first encounter with a lion, the books covers his life from birth, through his early life as a cattle
herder (starting at about age 5), his mischievousness, the way of life in the village (there was a nasty guy called
the Pinching Man, who would punish kids if they were bad), school (including dealing with bullies), initiation, his
time at boarding school and his journey to America to go to college (he was so worried about not eating the
right way that he went without food for four days. His first meal in the U.S. was at McDonalds. He still loves the
place.) The book ends with a chapter about going home to his mother and the sense of being at home in two
very diCerent worlds. Extracts from the book: During the middle of the night, I woke to this huge sound - like
rain, but not really like rain. I looked up. The starlight was gone, clouds were everywhere, and there was a light
drizzle falling. But that wasn't the sound. The sound was all of the cows starting to pee. All of them, in every
direction. And that is the sign of a lion. A hyena doesn't make them do that. An elephant doesn't make them do
that. A person doesn't. Only the lion. We knew right away that a lion was about to attack us. *** Cows are our
way of life. They give us milk and blood and sometimes meat to eat and hides to wear. They're our wealth: We
don't have money; we have cows. The more cows somebody has, the...
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