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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****YOU VE SEEN THE OLD WESTERN movies when someone who has been
shot is given a bullet to clench between his teeth so he won t bite his tongue off during surgery. Prior to the
advent of anesthesia in the mid-1800s, even the most modest of surgeries were usually excruciatingly painful for
patients. Since then, the field of anesthesiology has advanced significantly, offering patients a painless,
comfortable, and safe surgical experience. Each year in the United States, approximately 30 million people
receive anesthetics, with certified registered nurse anesthetists (CRNAs) administrating approximately 65
percent of them. The oldest recognized nursing specialists, nurse anesthetists have touched millions of lives
over the years. Although anesthesia may be thought of as merely putting patients to sleep so they will not
experience surgical pain, nurse anesthetists also play an important role acting as the patient s eyes and ears
during surgery, essentially serving as a patient advocate because the patient is unconscious and cannot speak.
Often the CRNA is the last person a patient sees before being put under, and it is the CRNA who offers comfort
and confident reassurance, and then proceeds to watch over the patient like a guardian angel. CRNAs are an
integral part of the entire operative process. After inducing sleep, they monitor vital signs, adjust anesthesia
levels, and wake the patient after surgery. Throughout, they are vigilant monitors of every heartbeat and every
breath, as they must be ready to respond if something is not right, such as a patient having a negative response
to a certain anesthetic. Fortunately, according to a recent Institute of Medicine report, due to advances in the
field, anesthesia is approximately 50 times...
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