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distinguished guests, the cessation of our customary employments, this procession of soldiery and citizens, the
oration of a famous orator, accord with the significance of the occasion. This old town, endeared to its citizens
for its native charms and for the cherished memories and associations of family and friends, happy at
welcoming within its walls to-day this great company who is come hither to honor its notable career, has a
horizon in history far wider than the compass of yonder lake or yonder shore. The place and time suggest to
every thoughtful mind occurrences and scenes not easily surpassed for substantial importance and striking
effect. Here, in a primeval forest, long ago, an old worlds civilization met with a new worlds savagery, until the
one, paling before the presence of the other, dwindled and like a spirit has passed away. Here people of
different races, hostile by long tradition, came across the sea and found fresh cause of strife for supremacy.
Here passed to and fro the earliest emissaries of the cross, bringing to barbaric tribes the hope of the new faith.
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