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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Reminiscences of the Early Anthracite-Iron Industry,
Vol. 29: An Address Delivered Before the American Institute of Mining Engineers, at the California Meeting,
September, 1899 The specimen of anthracite coal which I hold in my hand, insignificant as it may appear to the
casual observer, speaks volumes to me and to the initiated, as it suggests and represents the entire evolution of
the use of anthracite coal in the manufacture of pig-iron, the growth and development of which it is my
purpose to review here to-day. During our recent visit to the Mountain Copper Co. s works at Keswick, I picked
up this piece of coal from a pile of anthracite lying in the yard, asked Mr. Edwards, the manager, a countryman
of mine, where it came from, and, to my surprise and delight, discovered that it had been brought all the way
from Wales, and had come out of the identical vein which my father opened near Yniscedwin, about eighty
years ago. I had no idea, before this incident, of contributing to the already full and complete programme of
the day; but, being requested by our distinguished President and Secretary to do so, I consented to relate here
the story which this remarkable find naturally brought back to my mind. David Thomas, my revered father,
called by his Welsh countrymen the pioneer of the anthracite iron-trade in America, was one of the principal
actors in the history of manufacturing pig-iron with anthracite coal. I shall give here my personal recollections
of his early experiments, trials, and final successes, as frequently related by him to me, together with quotations
from a biographical sketch by E. Roberts,...
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