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furnishes the animal heat. Liebig calculates that the amount of carbon daily burned in the body of an adult
man, is about fourteen ounces, and that the heat given out by this quantity is fully sufficient to keep up the
temperature of the body, and to account for the evaporation of all the gaseous matter and water expelled from
the lungs. 49. But the quantity of oxygen inspired is affected by the temperature and density of the atmosphere.
At every respiration a volume of air enters, proportioned to the capacity of the chest, but its weight, and
consequently that of the oxygen it contains, is not constant. Air is expanded by heat, and contracted by cold,
there facilitate combination, we bring a substance, already in a state of chemical decomposition, into contact
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