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A Lecture In the present year there will be held a celebration, under the auspices of the Royal Society of
Edinburgh, of the tercentenary of one of the great events in the history of Science, the publication of John
Napier s Mirifici Logarithmorum Canonis Descriptio, a work which embodies one of the very greatest scientific
discoveries that the world has seen. The invention of Logarithms not only marks an advance of the first
importance in Mathematical Science, but as providing a great labour-saving instrument for the use of all those
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