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data used in forecasting was beyond its design-life and, if it failed forecasts could be degraded. As | understand
it, he wanted NOAA to prepare for this possibility and have a plan to replace it. His statements to the press
about this issue, clearly made NOAA Headquarters uncomfortable - uncomfortable enough that Acting Director
of the Weather Service, Mary Glackin issued Mr. Proenza a memo on June 14 stating the belief that Mr. Proenzas
statements were undermining confidence in Centers fore-casting abilities. What is going on Thats what wed all
like to know. This is hurricane season. The only storms the Center should be dealing with are those that form
out in the ocean. I still do not fully understand why Admiral Lautenbacher believed that dis-patching an
assessment team with little experience or knowledge of NWS or fore-casting to the Center was the appropriate
way to deal with staff complaints about Mr. Proenza. It seems the arrival of the Assessment Team exacerbated
problems with the staff, and has left the NHC without a Director. Is this the case of a disruptive, renegade
Manager that mistreated and alienated the staff of the National Hurricane Center and has put its forecast and
warning mission in jeopardy Or has NOAA leadership helped to foster staff resentment of Mr. Proenza and used
this resentment to justify removing a career employee who embarrassed NOAA leadership by pointing out
shortcomings in the Agency budgets and their failure to plan for future replacement of essential forecasting
equipment | dont know, but we are going to try to figure out was has happened. At...
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