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Excerpt: . . . 11 Such a merger involves a variety of transformational eHorts, one of which is to design and
implement and the necessary management structure and processes for acquiring goods and services, and
given the size of DHS and the scope of its acquisitions, we are continuing to assess the Departments acquisition
eHorts in ongoing work and planned work. Mr. Chairman, this concludes my statement. I will be happy to
answer any questions. Senator A. Thank you very much. KAKA Mr. Hutton, GAO has recommended for years
that the Chief Pro-curement OHicer be given authority over the Coast Guard and the Secret Service. You also
recommend that the CPO be given more authority over other DHS component procurement operations. Ex-
actly what new authorities is GAO recommending for the CPO and how do you think this would improve
acquisition management at DHS Mr. H. Senator, if we take it back to the original Manage-UTTON ment Directive
where we noted that a goal was to integrate an ac-quisition function over at DHS, in reading that and in our
past work, we noted, too, though, that it was assigning dual account-ability and collaboration between CPO
and the component heads. So we had recommendations, as you pointed out, that we felt that the CPO needed
some additional resources and enforcement au-thority to make sure that the procurement policy and
procedures are followed through. Now, we are not talking about a direct report or centralized pro-curement,
and quite...
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