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taken down in short-hand by a first-class reporter, and it appears revised in its present form at the request of
many friends. The vast importance of the subject to which it relates can scarcely be over-estimated, and
although a singular amount of delusion is abroad in regard to it, it is hoped that wiser counsels may yet prevail.
That any one who, having read history, has travelled over Ireland, and had an opportunity of comparing that
fertile but unhappy country with other lands, can have any serious doubt as to the leading cause of its social
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