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The Perseus Books Group. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, The Seven Military Classics of Ancient
China (First Trade Paper Edition), Ralph D. Sawyer, The Seven Military Classics is one of the most profound
studies of warfare ever written. It presents us with an Eastern tradition of strategic thought that emphasizes
outwitting one's opponent through speed, stealth, flexibility, and a minimum of force--an approach very
diBerent from that stressed in the West, where the advantages of brute strength have overshadowed more
subtle methods.Safeguarded for centuries by the ruling elites of imperial China, even in modern times these
writings have been known only to a handful of Western specialists. In this volume are seven separate essays,
written between 500 b.c. and a.d. 700, that preserve the essential tenets of strategy distilled from the experience
of the most brilliant warriors of ancient China.Only one of these seven essays, Sun Tzu's famous Art of War, has
been readily available in the West. Thanks to this faithful translation of the complete Seven Military Classics, the
insights of these ancient Chinese texts are now accessible in their entirety.It's not uncommon to see a
"salaryman" on a crowded Tokyo subway studying one of the many popular Japanese editions of these essays.
But why do so many businesspeople in Japan, Korea, and Taiwan study a 2,000-year-old military text? Because
it embodies the strategic tradition of outwitting an opponent through speed, stealth, flexibility, and a minimum
of eBort. These principles have been proven both on the battlefield and in the marketplace. Now they are
available in the West for the first time in their entirety.The lessons found in this book were exploited by such
pivotal Asian war leaders as Japan's Yamamoto, China's Mao Tse-tung, and Vietnam's Giap to inflict terrible
defeats on their enemies. And in more recent...
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